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INTRODUCTION: Medical imaging is a 
critical component of modern 
aiding in the diagnosis and treatment of various 
conditions. Traditional methods of image 
analysis often rely on manual interpretation by 
radiologists and pathologists, which can be 
time-consuming and subject to human error. 
Deep learning, particularly through the use of 
convolutional neural networks (CNNs), offers 
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Medical imaging is a 
critical component of modern healthcare, 
aiding in the diagnosis and treatment of various 
conditions. Traditional methods of image 
analysis often rely on manual interpretation by 
radiologists and pathologists, which can be 

consuming and subject to human error. 
icularly through the use of 

convolutional neural networks (CNNs), offers 

a transformative approach to medical image 
analysis, providing tools to automatically and 
accurately interpret complex medical images. 
This paper discusses the role of deep learning 
in medical imaging, emphasizing its 
applications, benefits, and challenges.
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Applications of Deep Learning in Medical 
Image Analysis 

1. Disease Detection and Diagnosis 

Deep learning algorithms, especially CNNs, have 
shown exceptional performance in detecting and 
diagnosing diseases from medical images. These 
models are trained on large datasets of annotated 
images and can learn to identify patterns and 
features indicative of specific conditions. 

Cancer Detection: Deep learning models can 
accurately identify various types of cancer from 
imaging modalities such as mammograms, CT 
scans, and MRIs. For example, CNNs have been 
used to detect breast cancer with high sensitivity 
and specificity, often surpassing the performance 
of human radiologists. 

Neurological Disorders: Deep learning techniques 
are also employed to analyze brain images, aiding 
in the diagnosis of conditions such as Alzheimer's 
disease, epilepsy, and brain tumors. These models 
can detect subtle changes in brain structure and 
function that may be indicative of disease. 

2. Image Segmentation 

Image segmentation is the process of partitioning 
an image into distinct regions or objects, which is 
crucial for precise diagnosis and treatment 
planning. 

Tumour Segmentation: Deep learning algorithms 
can accurately segment tumors in various imaging 
modalities, such as MRI and CT scans. This aids 
in determining tumor size, shape, and location, 
which are critical for treatment planning. 

Organ Segmentation: Segmenting organs from 
medical images is essential for surgical planning 
and radiation therapy. CNNs and other deep 

learning models have demonstrated high accuracy 
in segmenting organs such as the liver, heart, and 
lungs. 

3. Image Reconstruction and Enhancement 

Deep learning is also used to improve the quality 
of medical images, which can enhance diagnostic 
accuracy and reduce the need for repeat scans. 

Noise Reduction: Deep learning models can 
reduce noise in medical images, such as low-dose 
CT scans, improving image quality while 
minimizing radiation exposure to patients. 

Super-Resolution Imaging: These techniques 
enhance the resolution of medical images, 
enabling more detailed visualization of anatomical 
structures and abnormalities. 

 Advantages of Deep Learning in Medical 
Imaging 

1. Improved Accuracy and Consistency 

Deep learning algorithms can analyze vast 
amounts of data and identify patterns that may be 
imperceptible to human observers. This can lead 
to more accurate and consistent diagnoses, 
reducing the likelihood of human error. 

2. Efficiency and Scalability 

Deep learning models can process large volumes 
of medical images quickly, facilitating faster 
diagnosis and treatment planning. This scalability 
is particularly valuable in settings with high 
patient volumes and limited resources. 

3. Personalized Medicine 

By analyzing patient-specific imaging data, deep 
learning can contribute to personalized treatment 
plans tailored to individual patients' needs. This 
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can enhance treatment efficacy and improve 
patient outcomes. 

 
Medical Image Analysis Using Deep Learning 

The primary focus of medical image analysis is to 
find out which regions of the anatomy are affected 
by the disease to aid physicians in learning about 
lesion progression. The analysis of a medical 
image is mostly reliant on four steps: (1) image 
pre-processing, (2) segmentation, (3) feature 
extraction, and (4) pattern identification or 
classification [14]. Pre-processing is used to 
remove unwanted distortions from images or 
improve image information for further processing. 
Segmentation refers to the process of isolating 
regions, such as tumours, and organs, for further 
study. The process of extracting precise details 
from the regions of interest (ROIs) that aid in their 
recognition is known as feature extraction. Based 
on extracted features, classification assists in 
categorizing the ROI. 

We have compiled a list of research papers 
primarily concerned with segmentation and 
classification in medical imaging. Following the 
review of CNN, we have outlined some techniques 
for improving CNN’s performance. 

Convolutional Neural Network 

A CNN is a supervised deep learning framework 
that can accept images as input, allocate filters to 

convert image pixels into features, and apply those 
features to distinguish one data from another. It is 
generally composed of three layers: the 
convolutional layer, pooling layer, and fully 
connected layer. The convolutional layer is the 
initial layer of a convolutional network. After that, 
more convolutional layers or pooling layers can be 
added, with the fully connected layer being the 
last. The convolutional block draws the features 
from the image, from which the network can 
analyse and obtain hidden correlations. Pooling 
layers are applied to reduce the size of the 
convolved features, referred to as down sampling. 
Fully-connected layers execute classification tasks 
depending on the features retrieved by the 
preceding layers. While convolutional layers 
generally adopt rectified linear unit (ReLu) 
function to activate neurons, fully connected 
layers employ a softmax activation function or 
traditional machine learning classifiers (SVM, 
KNN, etc.) to classify inputs. 

Overview of Works 

Despite the deep network’s ability to extract 
features with more precision, it requires a lot of 
computing resources. Therefore, Badža and 
Barjaktarović [15] introduced a simple CNN 
model with two convolutional blocks for 
classifying brain tumors using MRI images. While 
evaluating 3064 MRI images, the model attained 
the best accuracy of 95.56% using 10-fold cross-
validation. Rachapudi and Lavanya presented an 
efficient CNN architecture with a 22.7% error rate 
to classify the colorectal cancer histopathological 
images. To prevent overfitting, the model included 
five convolutional blocks, each containing a 
dropout layer [16]. 

The deep learning architecture for image 
segmentation comprises an encoder and a decoder. 
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The encoder uses filters to extract features from 
the image, whereas the decoder is in charge of 
producing the final output, often a segmentation 
mask containing the object’s shape. A fully 
convolutional network (FCN) is an encoder-
decoder model that lacks dense layers in favor of 1 
× 1 convolutions to serve the function of fully 
connected layers [17]. Sun et al. developed a 3D 
FCNN-based model for multimodal brain tumor 
image segmentation. The encoder had four 
pathways for extracting multiscale image features 
[18]. Then, these four feature maps were fused and 
fed to the decoder. By experimental validation on 
the brain tumour segmentation challenge dataset 
2019 (BraTS2019), the model segmented the 
dataset with Dice. 

Similarity Coefficient metrics (DSC) of 0.89, 0.78, 
and 0.76 for the complete, core, and enhanced 
tumor, respectively. In 2015, Ronneberger et al. 
introduced U-Net to deal with biomedical image 
segmentation that can learn from a small number 
of annotated medical images [19]. U-Net is a U-
shaped encoder-decoder-based framework 
consisting of four encoder and four decoder blocks 
connected by skip connections. Dharwadkar and 
Savvashe employed U-Net architecture to design a 
ventricle segmentation model for heart MRI 
images. There are four layers in the original U-
Net, but only three layers were employed in this 
model [20]. For the right ventricle segmentation 
challenge (RVSC) dataset, the proposed model 
obtained a dice score of 0.91. 

For segmenting the left ventricle from cardiac CT 
angiography, Li et al. introduced U-Net with 8 
layers. The exhibited U-Net model comprised 
eight encoder and eight decoder blocks. To further 
improve the network’s efficiency, residual blocks 
in the form of skip connections were introduced 
into each encoder and decoder block [21]. The 

model was trained using 1600 CT images from 
100 patients, resulting in a DSC of 0.9270 ± 139. 
Li et al. [22] introduced an attention mechanism 
between nested encoder-decoder paths in the U-
Net++ [23] architecture to improve the 
understanding of the study area in liver 
segmentation. The model achieved a DSC of 
98.15% through the experimental analysis of the 
liver tumor segmentation challenge dataset 2017 
(LiTS2017). 

V-Net extends U-Net by processing 3D MRI 
images with 3D convolutions [24]. Guan et al. 
developed a V-Net-based framework for 
separating brain tumors from 3D MRI brain 
images. In the developed framework, the squeeze 
and excite (SE) module and attention guide filter 
(AG) module were integrated into V-Net 
architecture to suppress irrelevant information and 
enhance segmentation accuracy [25]. When tested 
on the BraTS2020 dataset, the model obtained 
dice metrics of 0.68, 0.85, and 0.70 for the 
complete, core, and enhanced tumor, respectively. 

Mask regional CNN is another CNN variant used 
in medical image segmentation. Mask R-CNN is a 
two-phase object identification and segmentation 
architecture. The first stage, known as the region 
proposal network (RPN), returns potential 
bounding boxes, whereas the second stage 
generates the segmentation mask from each box 
[26]. Dogan et al. introduced a hybrid model 
combining U-Net and mask R-CNN for pancreas 
segmentation from CT images. The proposed 
system was composed of two parts: pancreas 
detection and pancreas segmentation. In pancreas 
localization, the region proposal network, in 
conjunction with the mask production network, 
was used to determine the bounding boxes of the 
pancreas portion, and the subregioncentered by the 
rough pancreas region was sliced [27]. Finally, the 
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cropped subregion was sent to U-Net for precise 
segmentation. The average DSC for the two-phase 
approach demonstrated on the 82 abdominal CT 
scans was 86.15%. 

Improving the Performance of CNN 

The CNN model is often used for image 
classification because it achieves better accuracy 
with a low error rate. However, it needs large 
datasets to generalize the hidden correlations 
found in the learning data. Here, we have 
discussed two approaches that may optimize the 
performance of CNN: (1) transfer learning and (2) 
general adversarial network (GAN). 

Transfer Learning 

Transfer learning is an effective strategy to train a 
network with a limited dataset. Here, the model is 
pretrained using a large-scale dataset, like 
ImageNet having 1.4 million images divided into 
1000 categories and then applied to the problem at 
hand [28]. The major pretrained CNN 
architectures for image classification are as 
follows: 

LeNet-5: LeNet-5 [29], a 7-level convolutional 
network presented by Lecun et al. in 1998, was the 
first of its kind. The model was designed to 
classify handwritten digits and tested on the 
MNIST standard dataset, with a classification 
accuracy of roughly 99.2% 

AlexNet: the network’s design was quite similar to 
LeNet, but it was deeper, with more filters per 
layer. It contains five convolution layers and three 
fully-connected layers. To control overfitting, it 
employs a dropout mechanism in fully connected 
layers [30] 

Visual Geometry Group at Oxford (VGGNet): 
VGGNet typically consists of 16 layers with a lot 
of 3 × 3 filters of stride one [31]. It is now the 
most popular method for extracting features from 
images. VGGNet, on the other hand, has 138 
million parameters, which are difficult to manage 

InceptionV1/GoogLeNet: the inception/GoogleNet 
architecture, presented by Christian Szegedy et al., 
has 22 layers. The Inception block does 1 × 1, 3 × 
3, 5 × 5 convolutions, and 3 × 3 pooling at the 
input, and the outputs of these are stacked to send 
to the next inception module [32]. By using 1 × 1 
convolutions in each module, GoogleNet can 
reduce the size of parameters to 4 million 
compared to AlexNet’s 60 million. 

Residual network or ResNet: a residual network, 
often known as ResNet, is a 152-layer model. This 
network employs a VGG-19-inspired network 
design, with grouped convolutional layers 
followed by no pooling in between and an average 
pooling before the fully connected output layer 
[33]. The design is converted into a residual 
network by adding shortcut connections. This sort 
of skip connection has the advantage of training 
deep networks without problems caused by 
vanishing gradients 

In image classification, either the pretrained model 
can be used as-is or modified for a given problem. 
The fine-tuning of a model can be accomplished 
using one of the following strategies: (1) train 
some layers while leaving the others frozen and 
(2) freeze the convolutional base only. 

Overview of Works 

The surveyed works on transfer learning are listed 
in Table 1. LeNet is a popular CNN model 
because of its simple architecture and shorter 
training time. Deep neural network models use the 
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concept of the maxpooling layer to extract the 
most relevant features from a region. However, in 
medical image analysis, where quality is poor, 
pixels with lower intensities may hold critical 
information. Hence, Hazarika et al. introduced the 
minimum pooling layer in LeNet for Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD) classification. In the modified LeNet 
[34], the min-pooling and max-pooling layers 
were merged, and the resulting layer replaced all 
maxpooling layers. According to the experimental 
study on 2000 brain images, the original LeNet 
model classified AD with 80% accuracy, while the 
revised LeNet attained an accuracy of 96.64%. 

Table 1. Overview of pretrained models. 

Ref. Year Model Findings Modality
 Accuracy 

[50] 2021 VGG16 Brain tumor 
classification MRI 95.71% 

[51] 2020 ResNet50 Brain tumor 
classification MRI 97.2% 

[52] 2020 GoogleNet Alzheimer’s disease 
classification MRI 97.15% 

[53] 2020 Ensemble of AlexNet, 
DenseNet121, ResNet18, GoogleNet, InceptionV3
 Pneumonia detection X-ray 96.4% 

[54] 2020 AlexNet Lung nodule 
classification CT and X-ray 99.6% 

[55] 2020 ResNet50 Breast tumor 
classification Mammogram 85.71% 

[56] 2020 ResNet50 Breast tumor 
classification Histopathological images 99% 

[57] 2021 VGG16 Breast tumor 
classification Mammogram 98.96% 

[58] 2020 DenseNet201 Skin lesion 
classification Skin images 96.18% 

[59] 2020 GoogleNet Skin image 
classification Skin images 99.29% 

[60] 2021 VGG19 Thyroid nodule cell 
classification Cytology images 93.05% 

[61] 2021 GoogleNet Thyroid nodule 
classification Ultrasound 96.04% 

[36] 2021 GoogleNet Colorectal polyps 
classification Gastrointestinal polyp images
 98.44% 

[62] 2020 Faster R-CNN+VGG16 Brain 
tumor segmentation and classification MRI
 77.60% 

[63] 2021 U-Net+InceptionV3 Breast tumor 
segmentation and classification
 Mammogram 98.87% 

[64] 2020 Mask R-CNN+ResNet-50
 White blood cells detection and 
classification Cytological images 95.3% 

Hosny et al. introduced a fine-tuned AlexNet 
model to categorize skin lesions into seven classes 
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using skin images. In the proposed architecture, 
the last three layers were replaced by new layers 
to make them suitable for classifying seven types 
of skin lesions [35]. The parameters of these new 
layers were initially set at random and then 
modified during the training. After training on 
10,015 images, the model achieved an accuracy of 
98.70% and a sensitivity of 95.60%. Dulf et al. 
trained and assessed five different models, 
including GoogleNet, AlexNet, VGG16, VGG19, 
and InceptionV3, to determine the best model for 
classifying the eight categories of colorectal 
polyps. The main criteria for adopting the network 
were sensitivity and F1-score [36]. Hence, 
InceptionV3 was chosen with an F1-score of 
98.14% and a sensitivity of 98.13%. In 
InceptionV3 [37], the 5 × 5 convolutional layer is 
replaced with two 3 × 3 convolutional layers to 
lower the computational cost. 

Hameed et al. demonstrated an ensemble deep 
learning strategy to categorize breast cancer into 
carcinoma and noncarcinoma using histopathology 
images. In this case, VGG models, namely 
VGG16 and VGG19, were used to design the 
framework. VGG19 has the same basic 
architecture as VGG16 with three additional 
convolutional layers. Besides the first block, the 
remaining four blocks were updated during 
training to fine-tune the models [38]. Finally, the 
tuned VGG16 and VGG19 models were 
ensembled, resulting in an overall accuracy of 
95.29%. 

Togacar et al. used both VGG16 and AlexNet to 
extract features for brain tumor classification from 
MRI images, where each model captured 1000 
features [39]. Then, using the recursive feature 
elimination (RFE) feature selection algorithm, the 
obtained features were evaluated to identify the 
most efficient features. Finally, the SVM classifier 

gave 96.77% accuracy with 200 chosen features. 
Eid and Elawady presented a ResNet-based SVM 
for pneumonia detection using X-rays. The 
developed model preferred ResNet to get features 
from chest X-rays, then used a boosting algorithm 
to choose the relevant features and an SVM 
classifier to detect pneumonia based on those 
features [40]. The model had 98.13% accuracy 
after being trained on 5,863 X-rays. 

Xiao et al. used a Res2Net-based 3D-UNet to 
segment the left ventricle from echocardiography 
images. To extract 3D features at multiple scales, 
the basic residual unit in Res2Net was replaced 
with a set of 3 × 3 × 3 filters [41].  

Finally, a group of 1 × 1 × 1 filters merged feature 
maps from all groups. According to an 
experimental analysis of 1186 lung images from 
the Lung Nodule Analysis dataset 2016 
(LUNA16), the model acquired a DSC of 95.30%. 
Goyal et al. used the mask R-CNN for segmenting 
kidneys from the MRI images.  

In the proposed work, InceptionResNetV2 was 
adopted as the CNN network to segment the 
kidneys. Then, to refine the segmentation result, 
postprocessing procedures such as eliminating any 
voxel that was not associated with the kidney and 
fill operation were performed [42].  

The proposed model got a mean dice score of 
0.904 after being evaluated with 100 scans. 
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Generative Adversarial Network 

Goodfellow et al. introduced the generative 
adversarial network (GAN), a type of neural 
network meant for unsupervised learning. GANs 
generally are of two competing neural network 
models: a generator that creates new data samples 
that mimic training data and a discriminator that 
differentiates training data from the generator’s 
output [43]. 

Overview of Works 

GAN-based methods used in medical image 
analysis are listed in Table 2. Cirillo et al. 
introduced a 3D GAN to segment brain tumors 
using MRI images from the BraTS2020 dataset. 
The U-Net architecture-based generator resulted in 
the segmented tumor region. The GAN 
discriminator was given a 3D MRI image and its 
segmentation output from the generator as input 
and generated a precise segmentation mask [44]. 
The GAN model segmented the whole, the core, 
and the enhanced tumor with average dice scores 
of 87.20%, 81.14%, and 78.67%, respectively. 
Wang et al. developed a U-Net segmentation 
network and a discriminant network with 
multiscale feature extraction to enhance prostate 
segmentation accuracy [45]. The approach 
obtained a DSC value of 91.66% by demonstrating 
it on 220 MRI images. 

Table 2. Overview of GAN-based methods. 

Ref. Approach Findings Metrics 

[68] Capsule network GAN+LeNet
 Prostate image classification Accuracy 
89.20% 

[69] GAN+AlexNet Parkinson’s disease
 Accuracy 89.23% 
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[70] GAN+DenseNet121 Skin lesion 
classification Accuracy 94.25% 

[71] GAN+InceptionV3 Breast mass 
classification Accuracy 90.41% 

[72] GAN+ResNet50 Brain tumor 
classification Accuracy 96.25% 

[73] 3D U-Net, VGG16 Brain tumor 
segmentation DSC 90.1% 

[74] U-Net, fully connected CNN Breast tumor 
segmentation DSC 88.41% 

[75] DeepLapV2 [76], FCN Left 
ventricle segmentation DSC 88.0% 

[77] U-Net, FCN Whole heart segmentation
 DSC 86.32% 

[78] Autoencoder, CNN Lung lesion 
segmentation DSC 62.0% 

Wei et al. used a combination of GAN and Masks 
R-CNN to segment the liver from CT images. In 
the improved mask R-CNN, the k-means 
algorithm was utilized to adjust the bounding box 
parameters using a Euclidean distance [46]. The 
GAN-based approach yielded an average DSC of 
95.3% while evaluating 378 CT images. A V-Net 
and Wasserstein GAN-based model was explored 
by Ma et al. [47] to improve the efficiency of liver 
segmentation. The WGAN [48] model includes 
Wasserstein distance to fix the issue of GAN 
training instability. On two abdominal CT scan 
datasets, LiTS and CHAOS, the method achieved 
DSC of 92% and 90%, respectively. Zhang et al. 
proposed dense GAN coupled with the U-Net to 
separate lung lesions from COVID-19 CT images. 
A dense block with five layers [49] was 

introduced into the discriminator network to make 
the model more compact. The proposed model got 
a mean dice score of 0.683 when tested on 100 
lung CT images. 

GAN can also be used for data augmentation [65] 
(i.e., creating plausible examples to add to a 
dataset) to boost classifier accuracy. GAN was 
also used [66] to generate realistic skin cancer 
images. The generator generated high-quality 
training data, and the discriminator tried to 
distinguish the original data from the generator’s 
data. Ahmad et al. developed an auxiliary GAN 
framework to assess the accuracy of skin cancer 
categorization. First, the variationalautoencoder 
network was trained to obtain the latent noise 
vector, and the generator produced skin lesion 
samples from this informative noise vector [67]. 
The GAN used here not only decided whether the 
image was original or not but also predicted the 
image’s class label with 92.5% accuracy. 

Challenges and Ethical Considerations 

1. Data Privacy and Security 

The use of deep learning in medical imaging 
involves handling large amounts of sensitive 
patient data. Ensuring the privacy and security of 
this data is paramount to maintain patient trust and 
comply with regulatory requirements. 

2. Algorithm Bias and Fairness 

Deep learning models are only as good as the data 
they are trained on. If the training data is biased, 
the model's predictions may also be biased, 
potentially leading to disparities in healthcare. 
Efforts must be made to ensure diverse and 
representative datasets. 
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3. Regulatory and Ethical Frameworks 

The integration of deep learning into clinical 
practice requires robust regulatory and ethical 
frameworks. These frameworks should address 
issues such as algorithm transparency, 
accountability, and the validation and approval of 
AI-based medical devices. 

 

Diagram: Convolutional Neural Network 
(CNN) Architecture 
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Conclusion 

Deep learning has the potential to revolutionize 
medical image analysis, offering improved 
accuracy, efficiency, and personalized care. While 
the benefits are substantial, addressing challenges 
related to data privacy, algorithm bias, and 
regulatory frameworks is essential for its 
responsible and ethical deployment in healthcare. 
Continued research and collaboration between 
technologists, clinicians, and policymakers will be 
crucial in harnessing the full potential of deep 
learning in medical imaging. 
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